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	ADORATION

Hallowed be Your name. (6:9)



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	AUTHORITY

Your Kingdom come… (6:10)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	APPEAL

Give us this day…

(6:11)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	AQUITTAL

Forgive us our debts… (6:12)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSISTANCE

Deliver us from evil. (6:13a)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ADMIRATION

For Yours is the Kingdom…(6:13)




DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

“Government and The People of God” Part -2
1 Peter 2:15-17
 NOVEMBER 19 – NOVEMBER 25, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY –This week we continue in 1 Peter by looking at part two of our study dealing with the Christians responsibility to be submissive to the civil authorities, or Government and The People of God –Part 2.  We will see more details pertaining to how we are to live under His ordained civil governments.  Specifically we will see “Why” and “How” we are to live in submission to the “powers that be”.  Read 1 Peter 2:15-17. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to teach you from His Word this week and ask Him to help you to be a submissive Christian.
MONDAY –It doesn’t take long for Peter to get to the “Why” we are to be in submission.  Notice in verse 15 he quickly gives us the primary reason to submit to the God ordained authorities—“For this is the will of God”.  So many times we as believers ask “What is the will of God for my life”?  We seem to think that God has somehow “hidden” His will and we have to go on this “quest” in order to find some hidden secret.  Quite plainly, God’s will is revealed in Holy Scripture.  If the Word of God was given the respect and position it deserves as the very “God breathed” instruction of the Almighty we would spend more time in it and would see that God’s will is actually spelled out for us quite clearly.  Here we find one aspect of God’s will and it pertains to how we live under His authority.  Read these verses speaking of God’s revealed will.  Psalm 19:1-14. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask God to teach you to find and obey His “will” as He has revealed it in Holy Scripture.
TUESDAY –After we are told that it is God’s will for us to submit to the civil authorities Peter gives a very simple and straightforward reason.  He says, “…that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.”  We are to live in such a way in this matter of submission to authority that those who would and do obstinately set themselves against the faith, would have nothing to say or criticize us about.  Our behavior should be such that even critics would not be able to point to our lives and therefore criticize the gospel message that we preach.  Read these verses which speak of the behavior we are to exhibit and also remind us of the way even we as believers once acted before becoming new creatures in Jesus Christ. Titus 3:1-3.  
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask God to help you live an exemplary life that would proclaim in Godly actions that you are a “new creature” in Jesus Christ.   
WEDNESDAY –Continuing the thought from yesterday, I want us to look at a few of the words Peter uses in verse 15.  He says we are to do good in order to “silence” the “ignorance” of “foolish” men.  The word “silence” is the Greek word phimoo which means to close the mouth with a muzzle, make speechless, and reduce to silence.  Next he uses is the word agnosia. This word means not knowing, ignorance.  Finally, he uses the word aphron which means without reason, senseless, foolish, and stupid.  We see clearly here that our behavior should be such that the mouths of foolish men, who willfully reject the truth, would be muzzled and made incapable of responding with any just criticism.  Read these verses speaking of silencing anything, and anyone that would oppose Christ. Matthew 22:12, 34, Mark 1:25, 4:39, Luke 4:35.
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask God to help you live as Jesus did, and to therefore by our lives silence those who would oppose and criticize Jesus Christ.  
THURSDAY –In verse 16, Peter moves beyond the “Why” or the reason we are to be obedient and submissive and tells us the “How” or the attitude we are to have if we are to be credible in the eyes of unbelievers.  He explains a few things we will look at over the next couple days.  First he says, “As free” or as the NASB says, “Act as free men”.  The point he is making is that as believers we are “free” of several things because of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ on our behalf.  We are free from sin’s condemnation (Romans 6:7, 8:1-2), the penalty of the law (Galatians 3:13), bondage to Satan 
(Colossians 1:13), bondage to the world and its controlling influence (Galatians 4:3-5), and death’s power (1 Corinthians 15:54-56). 
What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Thank God that through Jesus Christ we as believers are “free” from so many horrible things; and ask God to help you to live in that understanding.
FRIDAY –Even as Peter explains that we as believers are “free” in Christ, he then warns us, “yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God”.  We are not to use our spiritual freedom as an excuse to not be submissive to authority.  Instead we should have an attitude that causes us to behave as slaves of God.  We have been delivered by Christ from sin; therefore we are now to be slaves of righteousness.  Read this wonderful passage that explains this privilege and principle of being slaves to righteousness.  Romans 6:16-22. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask the Lord today to help you to be an obedient slave of righteousness.  Thank Him for the blessed privilege of living for and serving Him. 
SATURDAY –Peter then summarizes all he has said in verse 17.  He tells us to “Honor all people”, since man is made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26, 9:6b).  Then, “Love the brotherhood”, which speaks of the love we are to have for our fellow believers (John 13:34-35, 1 John 3:23).  Also, “Fear God”, which means we are to reverence and fear God with a life of trust and obedience remembering He is Sovereign (Psalm 11:10, Isaiah 26:4, Proverbs 29:25, Romans 11:33).  And finally, “Honor the King”.  This brings us back to where we started and summarizes the principle of our passage. (Romans 13:7).   

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?
Suggestion for prayer: Thank God for the privilege of living under rule, not anarchy.  Ask God to help you live out these commands of Holy Scripture.
